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Glendale Garden River Bridge and LA/DWP
LaBonge Headworks Project Update
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Common Elements | Elementos Comunes

Headworks Restoration Park | Community Workshop 01 22
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STATUS

CEQA Clearance is complete

Project is at 90-100% Design

Community Meetings held in
Summer 2026

Consistent with the 2017 LA 
River Valley Greenways Project
Feasibility Study 
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LA/DWP Labonge Headworks Project
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What about Phase IV?



PHASE IV is a dead end

LA County Easements Confirm Phase IV Bike Path Area --  the Mariposa Basin – is  for Equestrian and Pedestrian Only Use, supported by years of infrastructure.

Gates open, lights demolished, 
fences cut/stolen, signs 
regularly vandalized 
     

It hits a “brick wall” where the 134 Freeway crosses over the top of the 
LA River.  There is no long-term solution 

Existing Phase III is not maintained



X 134 is brick wall

X Forest Lawn 
interchange is a Vision 
Zero nightmare

Bicycles on the 
Designated
Historic Mariposa 
Equestrian Bridge are 
legally prohibited. 

Bicycles in the Caltrans 
equestrian tunnels are 
legally prohibited.

Phase IV is a 
bike path to 
nowhere 







OUR PROPOSAL LEANS INTO EXISTING funded bicycle PROJECTS
For connectivity  &  bike circuits  in the park

1. Glendale Garden River 
Bridge for Bicycle/Pedestrian

2.  Upgrade Riverside Drive 
at Zoo Drive

3.  Upgrade Zoo Drive, 
Protected bike lanes
Connect to Trash Can 
Hill/Forest Lawn Dr.

4.  Upgrade Forest Lawn Dr. 

5.  Return bike path to LA 
River At LaBonge Headworks 
Water Complex  

More connectivity & circuits = green                                                              Existing Bike facilities = blue

Crystal Springs Loop

Headworks Loop

1

2

3

3
4

5



    benefits

NOTE: LA River Bikepath Phase IV, the City has Only Identified $7.244 Million in Funding – Needs an 
Additional $4.156M (May 15, 2025 Interdepartmental Memo to City Council from LADOT).  In 2019, the 
City Agreement with Metro was approximately $2 million).

• Extends the LA River Bike Path Past the 134 Freeway River “brick wall”

• Connects and Makes Use of a Number of City Bike Projects 

• Connects into Griffith Park Bike Riding Experiences

• Provides Bicycle Circuits, Loops and Choices – beginner to experienced

• Saves significant public funds

▪ Maintenance overseen by other agencies like DWP, Recreation and Parks

▪ Money can be reprogrammed

• Optimizes safety for horseback riding community while increasing networks 
     and accessibility for the Bicycle community

Zoo Dr. at Riverside Bridge 
bikepath 2026 Upgrade!
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